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Stanford T/Nr/"ERSiTY, California, June, 1922. 
Mb. a. C. Olney, • '.' ' .- 

Commissioner of Secondary Schools, " •' :.- ^. ., 
State Board of Education, '' " /'% 

• Sacramento, California. ••*.%;•, 

Dear Sir : In April, 1922, you were directed by.^tbe State Board of 
Education to appoint a Committee of five educators with instructions 
'*to examine the text books on American History in u^e.irtfthe junior 
high schools, high schools, and junior colleges of Califoraija and to 
report on those, if any, which treat any part of the American history 
in a disloyal or unpatriotic manner or which minimize the best patriot- 
ism of American tradition.'' 

The Committee appointed consisted of E. D. Adams (chairman), 
Professor of American History, Stanford University; E. I. McCormac, 
Professor of American History, University of California ; J. A. Nowell, 
Head of History Department, Fresno Teachers' CoUege; W. W. Mather, 
Head of the History Department, Ontario ; and A. H. Abbott, Professor 
of History, College of the Pacific, San Jose. 

The text books examined were : 

Publisher Author Title Edition 

AUyn & Bacon West History of the American People 1918 Rev. 1920 

American Book Co. Hart New American History .-1921 

American Book Co. Fish The Development of American Nationality 1919 

D. Appleton & Co. McLaughlin. A History of the American Nation 1919 

The Century Co. Forman Advanced American History 1922 

Ginn & Co Muzzey An American History 1920 

Henry Holt & Co Fite History of the United States 1919 

Houghton Mifflin Co.-Becker Beginning of the American People 1915 

Houghton Mifflin Co.-Dodd Expansion and Conflict™ 1915 

Houghton Mifflin CcJohnson Union and Democracy 1915 

Houghton Mifflin Co._Paxson The New Nation 1919 

The Macmillan Co. Ashley American History 1921 

The Macmillan Co. Bassett A Shori: History of the United States 1921 

The Macmillan Co Beard History of the United States 1921 

The Macmillan Co Channing Students' History of the United States 1915 

B. H. Sanborn & Co.- Thompson History of the United States 1917 

Scribner's Sons Haworth The United States in Our Own Times 1920 
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REPORT. 

In the opinion of your Committee none of these texts treat **any part 
of the American history in a disloyal or unpatriotic manner." All of 
the authors may be credited with a desire to assist in inculcating a 
loyal and patriotic Americanism. When, however, the concluding 
clause of our instructions is considered it is not so clear on exactly 
what bases the texts should be judged. Before attempting that judg- 
ment it has seemed necessary to agree upon a statement setting forth 
what we consider to be the essentials of '*the best patriotism of Ameri- 
can tradition.'' This is not so easy a task as might at first glance 
appear, since individuals may well differ as to the exact content of 
American tradition, or as to the relative importance of various elements 
of it in inculcating the **best patriotism.'' 

Possibly our effort to summarize and state these essentials has no 
place in this report, since it was in effect but a preliminary step neces- 
sary to a common point of view in examining the texts. Nevertheless 
our summary is here offered both as an indication of our procedure and 
as containing the points upon which the texts were judged. 

In our opinion the **best patriotism of American tradition," when 
conveyed by History text books should directly aid in establishing 
certain principles and ideals in the pupil's mind. The more important 
of these we will list as follows : 

(1) Pride in America and a Sense of Nationality. 

A belief that America has developed a high type of political 
and social organization. But recognition that these are not now 
and never have been perfect and that they are a result of 
growth, largely anticipated by the f ramers of our government, to 
meet changing conditions. This requires a critical treatment of 
history, pointing out both excellencies and defects, whether in 
men or in events. It should help the pupil to develop a habit 
of just criticism, but also, whdt is equally important, a habit of 
giving high approval where merited. 

(2) A Sense of Individual Liberty. 

The recognition that America ha;s contributed to world 
development the theory that human happiness is best secured by 
guarding individual liberty and by seeking to provide in the 
highest degree possible an equal opportunity to win that happi- 
ness. The history text should develop the origins with us of this 
ideal, in religious controversies, political quarrels with the 
mother country in colonial times, industrial development, and in 
political and social changes at home* 

(3) A Respect for Private Property. 

Inherited from old world institutions but emphasized more 
than by other nations from' our earliest timds. This is a bed- 
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rock American principle, but as developed in the United States 
emphasis always has been .placed on the opportunity to acquire 
property as essential to individual liberty seeking happiness, not 
alone on the right to defend and to pfotect it It. is a principle 
essential to the American conception of, and contribution to, a 
progressive betterment of society. As. the Massachusettts Decla- 
ration of 1780 asserts: *'A11 men have certain natural, essential, 
and inalienable rights ; among which may be riBckoned the right 
of enjoying and defending their lives and liberties; that of 
acquiringj possessing and protecting property; in fine that of 
seeking and obtaining their happiness/' 

(4) A Belief in Democratic Self Government by Majority Rule. 

This asserts the Jeffersonian doctrine that rule by the majority, 
while not ensuring perfection, is more likely to approach it than 
any other form of rule, and more likely to preserve individual 
happiness under law. America, more than any other nation, 
made the contribution of the ideal of democracy by majority rule 
to the theory of political government. The historic steps, from 
colonial times to the present, by which America developed this 
ideal, require careful and exact accounts of institutions and 
movements. 

(5) Obedience to Law. 

Since it has, its sanction in majority rule, thus providing a 
reasonable limitation on individual liberty. 

(6) A Desire for Justice. 

It has long been, and still is, a marked attribute of America, 
and history texts should expound it. They should show its 
manifestations (or at times the lack of it), (a) in the spirit of 
compromise that minorities may not be oppressed by majorities; 
(b) in our relations with other countries; (c) in our industrial 
disputes. Especially in foreign relations the text should seek to 
present fairly the view opposed to American contention in order 
that the justice of our action may be weighed. 

(7) A Will to Defend these Principles. 

This is an essential result of American history teaching, which 
should bring out the sacrifice, devotion and patriotism of Ameri- 
cans in the past as regards : (a) our relations with other nations; 
and (b) our domestic relations, either political, religious, or 
. social. But in neither field should old and dead controversy be 
treated in such a way as to perpetuate animosities. Our history 
will teach and its study should inculcate the necessity of an 
alert and responsible sense of civic duty to defend and preserve 
American ideals. 

Finally the text should seek to be strictly unbiased as regards both 
expression and content. It should narrate truthfully the important 
facts of American history in such a way as to make clear the principles 
and ideals which have been developed in America and for which she 
stands. 
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Examining the texts submitted, it can.'no1i.be ^id thiat any one of 
them neglects, absolutely, these principles *o(£' '/.the best partriotism of 
American tradition." Quite naturally they rkdf'in emphasis, but they 
all give evidence of a desire to create a just pridie, in America, the 
emphasis of the text being placed upon those x>™i?^Pl®®> ^^d those 
facts illustrative of American development, whict^' the. author has 
deemed it most desirable to stress. In most cases tK^ authors have 
themselves indicated in a preface, the particular emphasis , of their 
lexifS. T**.' 

Your committee wishes further to point out the progressive natiji^ of 
history teaching in the schools of California. The high school does' ii6t,^ 
attempt to cover the same ground in American History courses as th^ .- 
elementary, nor in the same manner. It is l^ft to the elementary schools - 
to emphasize especially the biographical element, while the high school 
texts develop the institutional side of our nation's growth. Hence we 
commend the omission by some. authors of many names of those who 
have contributed something worth while to American progress, but 
whose deeds and significance can best be presented by the elementary 
school text. This leaves room for the high school text to include those 
matters of social and economic development which are essential to give 
our young people the proper historical background for understanding 
our present complex problems. 

Your committee finds no text wholly objectionable under the instruc- 
tions of the State Board of Education. This is not to say, however, 
that in our opinion the texts are equally worthy. They vary in exact- 
ness of statement, in clearness of presentation, in grasp of principles / 
and, what is more serious, in fairness of language and view. We have ^ 
our opinion, both as a committee, and as individuals, of the merits and 
defects of the several texts, but since our iQstructions do not direct us 
to report an estimate of comparative merits, but rather merely to indi- 
cate any text seriously objectionable, we offer no such opinion in this 
report. 

Nevertheless our individual criticisms of minor points in certain texts 
may have value to the authors and publishers and it is therefore sug- / 
gested that these criticisms, a digest of which will be appended to, but v 
not made a part of, this report, be made available together with the 
name of the critic, to the publishing firm (or its agents), of any text 
criticised, but not to the rival publishing firms or to the public. 

With this report approving all of the texts submitted to us, further 
comment may be regarded as superfluous. It seems to us, however, that 
we have a duty in directing your attention to the apparent sources of 
some of the attacks on various texts. During the recent world war 
you appointed a committee (upon which two of the members of your 
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present committee also sgrv^d) to examine all history texts in use in the 
California schools with, instructions to report whether they **were pro- 
German or were un4tliy^riendly to our allies.*' All of the American 
history texts then -reviewed were reported as approved, but with some 
minor criticismg^jMde privately to the publishing firms or authors. It 
appears to jpii^ present committee that many of the attacks now being 
made ou'certaifii texts are emanating from persons or organizations dis- 
satisfied whh the friendly relations established between America and 
our. allies in the pjreat war, and desirous of destroying that better 
undefigitanding created by the war. Some of the attacks appear to be 
, da*r to a revival of pro-German sentiment ; some to an ineradicable Irish 
frpti-British sentiment ; some to an element of political reaction against 
ihe domestic legislation of recent years ; some to journalistic opposition 
to Great Britain. Generally the mettod used in such attacks is to 
print sentences objected to without including the context. This 
deprives the reader of the opportunity to judge whether the criticism 
is just or not. Such criticism is in itself unfair and unscientific. A 
book must be judged by its general tone and spirit rather than by 
isolating words or phrases from their context and thus conveying a 
false impression of the author's meaning. 

The point which we would make is, that attacks of this nature, though 
requiring consideration, are not worthy of serious respect, since 
usually they conceal real motives under the mantle of ** traditional 
American patriotism." It is an age of propaganda and in substance 
most of these attacks are propaganda, having an ulterior purpose. 
Honest criticism by one who sincerely feels that a text fails to teach 
American patriotism should alway be listened to and his criticisms 
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weighed. But propaganda criticism deserves no respect either by 
school boards or by the authors of texts. As to such propaganda asser- 
tion that any American history text now in use in California higih 
schools and junior colleges ** treats any part of the American history 
in a disloyal or unpatriotic manner,' or minimizes the best patriotism of 
American tradition,'' your committee reports in the negative. 

(Signed) E. D. Adams, Chairman, 

E. I. McCOBMAO, 

A. H. Abbott. 

J. A. NoWELIi. 

W. W. Mathee. 
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